
For more information:
Call one of the Teacher Leaders listed below.

Reading Recovery® Overview:

Reading Recovery® (RR) began in the United States in 1984 from the work of Marie Clay in 
New Zealand.  It is a highly effective short-term intervention of one-to-one instruction for the 
lowest achieving first grade students in reading and writing development. RR teachers work for a 
maximum of 20 weeks with four individual students and use the rest of their day for intervention 
groups (approximately 20 additional students).  It is considered a Tier III intervention with strong 
scientifically-based reading research (What Works Clearinghouse 2008).  This is recognized 
as the most effective response to intervention (RTI) model and usage currently available. It is 
most successful when fully implemented (available to all first graders) and used with strong, 
collaborative classroom teaching. 

Missouri Statewide Early Literacy Intervention Program/Reading Recovery® 
Overview:

RR started in the state in 1991.  Southeast Missouri State University was one of the two sites 
that year. In 1997 the Missouri Legislature provided bipartisan support to establish the Missouri 
Statewide Early Literacy Intervention Program (MSELIP) housed at Southeast Missouri State 
University.  MSELIP has funded training for RR Teacher Leaders, RR Teachers and classroom 
teachers across the state interested in intensive reading interventions. MSELIP is currently being 
led by a Steering Committee of state literacy leaders and continues to serve as the coordinator of 
RR regulations, data and services across the state in conjunction with the University of Arkansas 
in Little Rock and Southeast Missouri State University.  There are currently 244 schools in 107 
school districts across the state involved with Reading Recovery®. Since the start of MSELIP/RR 
over 172,000 Missouri children have had a successful experience with early literacy intervention.

Opportunities for the Future in Missouri School Districts:

*The University of Arkansas at Little Rock (UALR) is the Missouri training partner for the Reading 
Recovery® network.  They have secured an i-3 grant from the U.S. Department of Education.  This 
grant is open to Missouri school districts for the purpose of training new RR teachers and/or RR 
Teacher Leaders. It will fund tuition and most training materials.
*Contained in the FY2012 state budget, which has been approved by the General Assembly and 
awaits signature by the Governor, is some funding for MSELIP through Southeast Missouri State 
University. This will cover Southeast’s tuition and most other training costs needed to educate new 
Reading Recovery® teachers and classroom teachers.
*Southeast Missouri State University has agreed to provide matching additional funding to 
educate new Reading Recovery® teachers and classroom teachers, and required professional 
development training for Teacher Leaders.

Reading Recovery®  and the Missouri Statewide Early Literacy Intervention Program



Ferguson-Florissant Schools
Dr.Gwendolyn Diggs (314) 506-9092
Site Coordinator gdiggs@fergflor.k12.mo.us

Sheila Ward, Ed.D (314) 506-9095
Teacher Leader sward@fergflor.k12.mo.us

Parkway C-2 School District
Lisa Meredith (314) 415-5095
Site Coordinator lmerideth@parkwayschools.net

Melinda McDill (314) 415-7054
Teacher Leader mmcdill@parkwayschools.net

Crawford County R-I Schools
Francie Rohrer (573) 732-3293
Site Coordinator rohrerf@warhawks.k12.mo.us

Sandra Lundeberg (314) 821-6671
Teacher Leader rrtlsandy@sbcglobal.net

Francis Howell Schools
Shelly Willott (636) 851-6162
Site Coordinator shelly.willott@fhsdschools.org

Jennifer Stege (636) 851-5827
Teacher Leader jen.stege@fhsdschools.org

Mehlville Public Schools
Sarah Johnson (314) 467-7880
Site Coordinator & Teacher Leader johnsons@mehlville.k12.mo.us

Odessa Public Schools
Denise Bainbridge (816) 633-8968
Site Coordinator & Teacher Leader dbainbridge@odessa.k12.mo.us

Nixa Public Schools
Debby Lawson (417) 449-3180
Site Coordinator debbylawson@nixaschools.net

Cindy Owens (417) 225-1648
Teacher Leader cindyowens@nixaschools.net

Jefferson City Public Schools
Dr. Sheila Logan (573) 569-3016
Site Coordinator sheila.logan@jcps.k12.mo.us

Karen Thom (573) 659-3229
Teacher Leader karen.thom@jcps.k12.mo.us

Julie Schaefer (573) 659-3229
Teacher Leader julie.schaefer@jcps.k12.mo.us

Contacts:
Each of these opportunities for school districts can be accessed through the area 
Reading Recovery Site Coordinators or Teacher Leaders listed below:



Southeast Missouri State University
Sarah Long (573) 701-1300
Co Site Coordinator slong@farmington.k12.mo.us

Cindy Gordinier-Harkey, Ed.D. (573) 651-2400
Teacher Leader cgordinier@semo.edu

Springfield Public Schools
Brian Hubbard (417) 523-1122
Site Coordinator bhubbard@spsmail.org

Shelly Shaver (417) 523-1138
Teacher Leader sshaver@spsmail.org

Columbia Public Schools
Mary Humlicek (573) 214-3999
Site Coordinator mhumlice@columbia.k12.mo.us

Kimberly L. Burns (573) 214-3999
Teacher Leader burnsk@sedalia.k12.mo.us

Nevada Schools
Debbie Spaur (417) 448-2060
Site Coordinator dspaur@nevada.k12.mo.us

Donna Wagner (417) 448-2060
Teacher Leader dwagner@nevada.k12.mo.us

Poplar Bluff R-I School District
Tammy Crouse, Ed.D. (573) 785-4904
Teacher Leader tcrouse@pb.k12.mo.us

Sedalia Public Schools
Nancy Scott (660) 829-6450
Site Coordinator scottn@sedalia.k12.mo.us

Carla Wheeler (660) 829-6450
Site Coordinator wheeler@sedalia.k12.mo.us

Kimberly Burns (660) 829-6450
Teacher Leader burnsk@sedalia.k12.mo.us

Lebanon R-III School District
Jennifer Snyder (417) 532-3091
Site Coordinator jsnyder@lebanon.k12.mo.us

Gayla Kolb (417) 664-1956
Teacher Leader gkolb@lebanon.k12.mo.us

Ozark R-VI School District
Karen J. Scott, Ed.D. (417) 582-5992
Site Coordinator karenscott@mail.ozark.k12.mo.us

Sherre Marek (417) 582-5998
Teacher Leader sherremarek@mail.ozark.k12.mo.us


