GSAC Meeting Notes

14 September 2005

Meeting began at 12:10

· Introductions of members present

· Benjamin Pruett, Sarah Long, Kelly Roy, Kristi Murray, Michael Weatherson, Leslie Evans, Katy Pacelli, Samantha Brown, and Gurol Butlin

· Two “C” Rule

· Members agree with the importance of uniformity between all departments regarding grading standards.  Also mentioned that enforcing the rule will bring legitimacy to the graduate program as a whole.  No member is opposed to the rule.

· Health Insurance

· Ben and Sarah will look into insurance programs that would write policies for GA’s as an individual group separate from the University plan.  Price and coverage are important factors to consider.  The CHC may be the only option.  The question was raised whether a biweekly deduction could be made if on a group plan for a lower rate.  The officers will be looking into what other comparable universities offer their graduate assistants.

· Member article 

· The group voted that anyone with graduate status can attend the meetings.

· Funding Requests

· Ben and Sarah decided to vote electronically.

· Web site Updating

· Gurol offered to help update the GSAC site.  

· Student Government Meetings

· Their executive council will vote if they want a GSAC member present.

· Mixer

· Tentative date set for October.  Specific details will be discussed at the next meeting.

· Pay Schedule

· We need to be informed of the pay schedule before summer break so that we can better plan for the lapse.  The question was also raised as to whether we could receive one less check over Christmas break in order to receive a check in the beginning of September. 

· Loan Disbursement Schedule

· What is University policy about withholding loan payments?  Is it possible for graduate students, especially second year assistants, to receive loan money as soon as it is made available to the university?  Is there a federal regulation regarding withholding loans for a certain amount of time?

· Research class

· GR 691 is irrelevant for many graduate students, yet everyone other than English students are required to take the course.  The question was raised as to who control the course.  How can it be made more relevant to students’ research interests?  Can the class be reformed to be unique to all departments?

· Meeting adjourned at 12:40

