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   The Student Entrepreneurship Program (deemed South-
east Apprentice) was a joint creation of the Office of the 
President and the Student Government Association.  Mis-
souri Research Corporation (MRC) coordinated the pro-
gram.  The idea was to add a student version of the highly 
successful entrepreneurial training program of the South-
east Innovation Center.  Last fall, students from all disci-
plines (not just business majors) were encouraged to sub-
mit concepts for new businesses and applications to com-
pete to participate in free entrepreneurial training.  There 
were eighteen ideas submitted and a review committee 
chose seven winners to participate. 
    Earlier this year, the MRC was able to secure on behalf 
of Southeast Missouri State University the designated 
trademark “University of EntrepreneurshipTM”.  The South-
east Innovation Center holds the distinction of being the 
number one Kauffman First Step FastTrac trainer in rural 
America.  Since the Kauffman curriculum is so successful 
for non-student participants, it made sense to utilize it with 
student entrepreneurs.  Students attended the non-credit 
36-hour training taught by Bill Vickery from January 
through April.  All seven students finished the course.   
    The training allows participants to advance their busi-
ness concept to a feasibility plan.  Students may choose to 
submit their plan at the end of the course to compete for 
mini-grants to assist with business start-up.  Six of the 
seven students submitted plans on May 1.  A review com-
mittee ranked the plans and will announce the grant win-
ners soon.  All students who submitted plans are eligible 
for free office space in the Innovation Center’s business 
incubator for six months.   Student proposed businesses 
are in the areas of transportation, graphic design, financial 
services, photography, consulting, and landscaping. 
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tion.  The Ag Department will in-
stall the system on the new Uni-
versity farm near Gordonville 
where it will not only improve crop 
yield, but serve as a model for 
area farmers to replicate.     
   The MRC was interested in help-
ing the agriculture department se-
cure the funding for two reasons: 
1) it is new technology that fits the 
corporation’s focus on agricultural 
and environmental science and 2)  

it should stimulate local eco-
nomic development growth 
through companies that may sell 
and install the technology for 
area farmers. 
    “The Missouri Research Cor-
poration is the economic devel-
opment arm of the University, “ 
explained Christy LeGrand, Pro-
jects Coordinator for the MRC. 
“We want to help with projects 
like this to help stimulate the lo-
cal and regional economy." 

    The Missouri Research Corpo-
ration (MRC) assisted the South-
east Department of Agriculture in 
securing $90,126 for a Controlled 
Drainage/Irrigation Technology 
project.  Funding came from the 
USDA Rural Development in the 
form of a Rural Business Enter-
prise Grant.      
   The technology utilizes irrigation 
tile positioned underground so that 
water is not lost through evapora-
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