














Program
Description

General or liberal education programs at most colleges and universities normally
comprise about one-third of the baccalaureate curriculum. These programs are designed
to provide the knowledge, skills and experiences which are necessary to enable students to
lead full and productive lives as educated men and women. At Southeast Missouri State
University the liberal education program is called University Studies and the theme of this
program is Enhancing the Humanity of the Student.

The University Studies program consists of an introductory course (GS-101), a core
curriculum of 12 courses at the 100-200 level and 3 upper-level interdisciplinary courses.
The program is outlined on page 7.

University Studies begins its third year this fall semester and consists of 78 courses
in the core curriculum and over 50 courses in the interdisciplinary curriculum. Each of
these courses was designed to provide you with opportunities to address the 9 University
Studies objectives. These objectives are listed on pages 8 and 9. As you progress through
the program you will approach these objectives from many different directions and in many
different ways. For example, you will be exposed to critical thinking from the point of view
of the biologist, the historian, the philosopher, the economist, the artist, the linguist and
the librarian. In each case you will have an opportunity to understand how the various
disciplines acquire, organize, manipulate, evaluate and communicate information. In short,
you will develop critical thinking skills. Upon completion of the program you should be
able to demonstrate a significant level of expertise in each of the objectives at which time
the University will certify that you are indeed liberally educated.

Periodically you may be asked to participate in an assessment test designed to
measure your progress. These tests are a part of your graduation requirements and are in
compliance with state regulations. Your cooperation in these tests is essential for us to
continue to make changes designed to improve the program as well as to certify to the state
that you are making adequate academic progress.

Core courses in the University Studies program are listed on pages 10 and 11.
Recall that one course is required in each of the 12 categories in the 100-200 core
curriculum. Page 12 is a checklist on which you may indicate courses as you enroll in them.
Following this are descriptions of all University Studies core courses available this academic
year. These descriptions have been prepared by the faculty in order to assist you in
selecting the most appropriate course in each category. Attempts have been made to ensure
that courses are more or less equivalent in each category and you are strongly urged to
select courses on the basis of your own particular needs and your academic goals rather
than perceived rigor. Indeed, one measure of an educated person is the recognition of one’s
strengths and weaknesses as well as a sense of how to enhance the one and correct the
other.

The School of University Studies welcomes you to this program. In developing
these courses the faculty was primarily concerned with selecting the information and skills
that educated people should possess in order t0 become as fully human as possible. I urge
you to approach these courses with this same concern.

Sincerely,

~
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AL AALA_

ohn B. Hinni, Dean
School of University Studies






UNIVERSITY STUDIES PROGRAM AT SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

PROGRAM THEME: UNDERSTANDING AND ENHANCING THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE
The program consists of the First Year Introductory Course, required of all students with 19 hours or less.
First Year Introductory COUISE . . . . . ..o ittt ittt it it ie it a e teen e aaaneaneans 3 hours

The 100-200 Core Curriculum has the theme:
ACQUISITION OF KNOWLEDGE: GAINING PERSPECTIVES ON THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY AND THE UNIVERSE
The core is separated into three perspectives with four categories of courses in each perspective. One course is required
from each of the twelve categories.

100-200 Core Curmiculum . . . . . oottt it ittt ittt it et et et e et e 36 hours
Perspectives and categories are:

Perspectives on Individual Expression Perspectives on Natural Systems Perspectives on Human Institutions
Artistic Expression 3 hours Behavioral Systems 3 hours Development of a Maj. Civ. 3 hours
Literary Expression 3 hours Living Systems 3 hours Economic Systems 3 hours
Oral Expression 3 hours Logical Systems 3 hours Political Systems 3 hours
Written Expression 3 hours Physical Systems 3 hours Social Systems 3 hours

The 300-400 level courses have the theme:
INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE: LIVING IN AN INTERDEPENDENT UNIVERSE
Each student will take two 300-level courses which will stress integration.
300 Interdiscipinary COUSES . . . . oottt i ittt ettt eeseenen e 6 hours

Each student will also take a 400-level senior seminar which is interdisciplinary, and which will require students to demonstrate
the ability to do appropriate interdisciplinary research, to interpret and analyze the results, and to present that research in both oral
and written forms.

400 SeniOr SEMUNAT . . . v v vttt it ettt ettt e e ettt e e et e e e e 3 hours
TOTAL 48 hours



UNIVERSITY STUDIES PROGRAM
AT
SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY

One fundamental purpose of a liberal education is to ensure the acquisition
of knowledge common to educated people and to equip students to integrate
acquired knowledge in order to produce interconnections of thoughts and ideas.

The goal of the program is to provide students with the information, ideas
and skills they need to have in order to live a happier and more intellectually
rewarding life.

The program is based upon nine University Studies Objectives:

Objective No. 1 Demonstrate the ability to locate and gather information
This objective addresses the ways to search for, find and retrieve the ever
increasing information available in a technological society.

Objective No. 2 Demonstrate capabilities for critical thinking, reasoning and
analyzing
Students today cannot learn all the information that is produced. Therefore,
they must be able to evaluate, analyze and synthesize information. They must be
able to effectively process large amounts of information.

Objective No. 3 Demonstrate effective communication skills

The ability to understand and manipulate verbal and mathematical symbols
is a fundamental requirement in any society, especially one that thrives upon the
free exchange of ideas and information. Functional literacy is not the goal, rather,
students must attain a high level of proficiency in order to be effective and happy
citizens.

Objective No. 4 Demonstrate an understanding of human experiences and the
ability to relate them to the present
The degree to which individuals and societies assimilate the accrued
knowledge of previous generations is indicative of the degree to which they will be
able to use their creative and intellectual abilities to enrich their lives and the
culture of which they are a part.

Objective No. 5 Demonstrate an understanding of various cultures and their
interrelationships
Understanding how other people live and think gives one a broader base of
experience upon which to draw in the quest to become educated. As we become
more proficient in information gathering, critical thinking, communication, and
understanding our past, our need to understand other cultures becomes greater.

Objective No. 6 Demonstrate the ability to integrate the breadth and diversity of
knowledge and experience
This objective deals not merely with the possession of isolated facts and basic
concepts, but also the correlation and synthesis of disparate knowledge into a
coherent, meaningful whole.



Perspectives on Individual Expression Oral Expression

GN-100 German Language and Culture |

Catalog Description
Acquisition of an appreciation of the culture of German-speaking peoples
and study of speaking, understanding, reading, and writing German. (3 credit hours)

Prerequisites
None

Course Description

This course combines an introduction to the study of the German language
with a study of some major aspects of Germanic culture.

Students learn to pronounce German words and to use basic vocabulary and
structures. Structures include present tense of regular and common irregular verbs,
negative and interrogative structures, articles, and prepositions. Students will learn
basic German vocabulary needed to function in a German speaking environment.

Emphasis is on use of German in oral communication situations, e.g., asking
questions, describing daily activities, food, weather, numbers, time expressions, etc.

Students will compare structures in German and English, such as subject-
verb agreements, word order, notions of gender, formal and informal address, etc.
They will be called upon to use critical thinking and analytical skills.

Cultural content is an important part of the course. Students will learn basic
geography and become familiar with features of daily life: food, shopping, university
life, cultural life, etc. They will engage in guided out-of-class activities, including
library projects and supplementary reading in English. Cultural awareness and
interrelationships are discussed.

Class activities involve oral assignments, pronunciation practice, slides, films,
and reports on cultural figures.

The course includes frequent quizzes and exams over German vocabulary and
structures. Students will be expected to write brief reports in English on cultural
topics.

34



Perspectives on Individual Expression Oral Expression

GN-120 German Language and Culture Il

Catalog Description
Continued study of the culture of German-speaking peoples through the
practice of speaking, understanding, reading, and writing German. (3 credit hours)

Prerequisites

GN-100 or equivalent. Students who complete this course as their first
course in German are eligible to receive an additional 3 credits under the
Department of Foreign Language Retroactive Credit policy.

Course Description

This course continues the study of German language and culture. Emphasis
is placed on developing increased proficiency in speaking, understanding, reading,
and writing German.

The course consists of regular written and oral assignments from the
textbook. Supplementary source materials are available in the library and in the
language laboratory. The course includes frequent quizzes and exams over German
vocabulary, structures and culture.

Students learn the structures of the language, as well as the cultural context
of the language, through practice of oral communication situations. Structures
introduced at this level include narration in the past and future, the use of
descriptive adjectives and adverbs, and the use of prepositions. Students will be
expected to master the use of these and other structures. In addition, students will
compare structures of English and German in order to understand the functioning
of language.

The cultural content of the course will be integrated with the oral
communication abilities developed. Students will master certain cultural skills and
knowledge through the appropriate use of the language in context. They will
participate in individual and group projects both in and outside of class, using
materials in the textbook and resources available on campus.

Class activities involve oral assignments, pronunciation practice, slides, films
and reports on cultural figures. Students will be expected to write brief reports on
cultural topics. Grades will be based on a composite of students’ written and oral
performance. Cultural knowledge and understanding will also be part of the final
grade.
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Perspectives on Individual ression Oral Expression

GN-200 German Language and Culture il

Catalog Description

An expansion of students’ knowledge of modern spoken German and of
modern German culture. Exercises in grammar, conversation and reading build on
previously acquired language skills in order to develop reasonable proficiency in the
language and to study the language as an expression of a culture. (3 credit hours)

Prerequisites

GN-120 or equivalent. This course is open to beginning freshmen who have
had very good high school preparation in German (3-4 years). Students who
complete this course as their first course in German are eligible to receive an
additional 6 credits under the Department of Foreign Language Retroactive Credit

policy.

Course Description

This course builds on students’ previous knowledge of German to develop
proficiency in speaking, understanding and reading. Major aspects of German
culture and contemporary German life are included in the material presented.

The course consists of regular assignments from the textbook for recitation
in class, as well as written homework and oral presentations in German. Also
included are readings from outside sources and listening comprehension exercises in
the language laboratory. Oral and written quizzes and exams are given in class.

The class emphasizes an active approach to learning and student involvement
in class is essential. Students will prepare material for class and individual or group
culture projects will be assigned. Students should expect to practice speaking,
reading, writing and understanding the German language and German culture.

The facilities of the language laboratory and of the library will be used to
supplement the in-class practice. Suggested activities include listening
comprehension programs, study of specific cultural institutions and study of audio
and visual aids. Students will also be asked to compare German language and
culture with their own native culture.

There are frequent quizzes in class, as well as written and oral assignments
and projects. Grades will be based on a composite of students’ written and oral
performance. Students will be expected to demonstrate cultural knowledge and
understanding as part of the course grade.
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Perspectives on Individual Expression Oral Expression

SC-105 Fundamentals of Oral Communication

Course Content

Because there are few professions for which effective communication skill
is not important, this course is potentially valuable to any student, regardless of
major.

The course is designed to acquaint students with the basic principles of
effective oral communication and, more importantly, to give students first-hand
experience in sharpening their communication abilities. The goal of the course is
to teach students to make intelligent rhetorical choices.

Course content includes the types and functions of public speaking, classical
rhetorical theory, delivery and nonverbal communication, style, organization, use of
evidence and reasoning, strategies of persuasion, informative speaking, visual aids,
the role of speaker credibility, and motive appeals.

Nature of Course

1. Emphasis on Reading: The primary source of reading assignments is the
textbook, but students are also expected to do outside reading in connection
with a semester project (see below) and in researching their classroom

presentations.

2. Group Projects: At least one presentation (the debate speech) is done with
a partner. Occasionally other team or group projects are assigned.

3. Emphasis on Writing: Students are required to submit complete outlines of

the speeches they present. In addition, a five page analysis of a significant
speech from American or world history is required.

4. Out-of-class Projects: Students are expected to prepare their presentations
and papers outside of class. Classroom time is devoted to treatment of
communication principles and to presentation and discussion of students
speeches.

S. Teaching Format: A variety of teaching formats, including lecture, in-class
exercises, and group discussion are utilized. The primary teaching format
involves student presentations.

6. Other: The department believes that effective communication skills are
crucial in today’s modern society and that they can be learned by anyone,
regardless of previous experience or natural ability. By the same token, the
department does not believe that skill in communication is merely a knack
or a talent. Rather, its development must be based on sound theory and
principles. While instructors strive to create a non-threatening classroom
atmosphere, hard work and concerted study are required to develop effective
communication abilities. The department rates the course as "moderately
difficult.”

(description continues)
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Perspectives on Individual Expression Oral Expression

SC-105 Fundamentals of Oral Communication

Student Expectations

1. Classroom Presentations: Typically, over the course of the semester students
are required to present 3-4 speeches including:
a. speech of introduction. 2-3 minutes
b. expository speech (to inform on a significant subject within the

University Studies categories of either Natural Systems or Human
Institutions). 5-8 minutes

c. argumentative (debate) speech (done with a partner on a question
of value). 5-8 minutes
d. persuasive speech (advocating a policy or solution to a problem).
7-10 minutes
2. Examinations: Typically, two exams, a mid-term and a final, usually of the
objective type, are given.
3. Papers: A five page analysis of a significant speech from American or world

history is required.
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