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Welcome
from the President

Welcome to Southeast Missouri State University and our nationally recognized
University Studies program!

We are glad that you chose Southeast and its outstanding faculty for your college
education, an education that will undoubtedly prepare you to be as competitive and
successful in life as Southeast graduates like Astronaut Linda Godwin and so many others. -

One of the reasons our graduates are competitive is that they receive a broad and
deep general education in our University Studies program.

The era in which we live has been characterized by some as the “information
age.” One of the characteristics of our period is that the pace of change in every field is .
accelerating more and more rapidly. In some fields, experts have noted that the amount
of new knowledge doubles every three to five years -- or in some cases in a matter of
months. Many futurists have pointed out that most people entering the job market these
days can expect to have several different careers during their lifetimes. This makes it -
more urgent that you look upon your university experience as an opportunity to prepare
yourself to cope with a changing environment.

College is not just about preparing you to perform a specific task, but about
creating an educated person, one who is able to function responsibly and successfully in
whatever environment he or she may encounter. Included in this booklet is a list of the
nine "objectives” of University Studies. Those objectives spell out the kind of skills you
will need for success during your lifetime of career changes. I hope that you will not
consider the University Studies as an "extra burden," but rather the "keystone" to making
your life and career a success.

Again, welcome to Southeast and I look forward to seeing you on campus!

Sincerely,

enneth W. Dobbins
resident



What is University Studies?

Dear Student:

All colleges and universities offer a core of courses designed to help students develop a
collective understanding of the world and prepare for the changing conditions of personal, family,
and career life. At Southeast Missouri State University, you will have these core learning
experiences in the courses of the nationally recognized University Studies program. After
examining this handbook, you will see that this reputation is due to two emphases of the program:
academic skills and curriculum themes.

In a nutshell, the University Studies program is designed to help you develop academic
skills by learning the ways that scholars in different academic disciplines seek answers to important
questions about our lives. In the program, you should learn how artists, scientists, poets,
economists, and other scholars use critical and creative thinking to understand humans and their
relationship with the universe around them. For example, to understand the relationship of humans
and nature an artist may create a painting of humans in a serene forest setting; a scientist may test
hypotheses about human impacts on the ecology of that forest; a poet may weave words expressing
a sense of wonder at the forest’s beauty; and an economist may seek to understand the optimal cost-
to-benefit ratio of harvesting the trees in that forest. Each of these scholars uses different
approaches to thinking about the interaction of humans and nature. The courses in the University
Studies lower division categories help you learn key academic skills that are the bases of these
various ways of seeking answers to fundamental questions about our existence. The lower division
courses, therefore, provide opportunities for you to learn how scholars acquire knowledge and form
it into concepts that help us understand the world around us. This emphasis is evident in the lower
division curriculum’s theme, Acquisition of Knowledge: Gaining Perspectives on the Individual,
Society and the Universe.

After completing the lower division courses, you will enroll in three interdisciplinary
courses. These upper division University Studies courses are focused on the theme, Integration of
Knowledge: Living in an Interdependent Universe. The interdisciplinary courses will help you see
that the various ways scholars seek answers to questions are complementary and based on the same
underlying academic skills. Your experiences in these courses should help you understand that
integrating the different ways of applying these intellectual skills is a powerful and necessary way
to gain a fuller understanding of the complex issues, problems, and joys of human life.

What are these important academic skills? You will find the nine University Studies skills
objectives and the program’s themes and structure described on pages 6-9 of this handbook. Every
University Studies course uses academic subject matter to help you practice these key skills as you
prepare for life after college. Please examine these skills objectives and themes carefully and then
look through the descriptions of courses in the University Studies program. The information you
find on these pages will help you choose courses that interest you and that meet the requirements of
various academic programs. By making good use of this handbook, you will gain a better sense of
how the University Studies program will help you succeed academically, personally, and
professionally.

The staff of the School of University Studies is committed to helping you be successful in the
University Studies program. As you participate in the program and prepare for your future, we
encourage you to ask us for advice and help. We wish the best for you and will work with you to
help you achieve your educational goals.

Sincerely,

Fred T. Janzow, Dean
School of University Studies



School of University Studies
Administrative Offices

The location of offices and activities contained within the School of University Studies are as
follows:

OFFICE OF THE DEAN
(573) 651-2062
210 Memorial Hall, Mail Stop 4300
Fax (573) 651-5103

e-mail: univstudies@semo.edu web page: http://ustudies.semo.edu/
Dean: Dr. Fred Janzow Associate Dean: Dr. Nancy Blattner
651-2062 651-2573
fjanzow@semo.edu nblattner@semo.edu
Administrative Secretary: Ms. Susan Ludwig  Senior Secretary Ms. Tina Ellis
651-2062 651-2579
sludwig@semo.edu tellis@semo.edu

FRESHMAN YEAR EXPERIENCE PROGRAM
Director: Dr. Dale Haskell
(573) 651-2629
210 Memorial Hall, Mail Stop 4300
Fax (573) 651-5103
e-mail: dehaskell@semo.edu web page: http://ustudies.semo.edu/uil00/

HONORS PROGRAM AND GOVERNOR'S SCHOLARS PROGRAM
Director: Dr. Larry Clark
(573) 651-2513
Honors House, 902 College Hill, second floor, Mail Stop 2050
Fax (573) 986-6831
e-mail: Iclark@semo.edu http://ustudies.semo.edu/honors/

UNIVERSITY STUDIES ADVISING CENTER
(573) 986-7328
104 Academic Hall, Mail Stop 3700
Fax: (573) 986-6438

e-mail: usac@semo.edu web page: http://ustudies.semo.edu/usac/
Coordinator: Ms. Nancy Birk Secretary: Ms. Marsha Centanni
986-7328 986-7328
nbirk@semo.edu mcentanni@semo.edu

TESTING SERVICES
(573) 651-2836
347 Academic Hall, Mail Stop 3970
Fax (573) 986-6032

e-mail: testingservices@semo.edu web page: http://ustudies.semo.edu/testing/
Interim Coordinator: Dr. Tim Miller Senior Secretary: Ms. Carol Cannon
651-2836 651-2836
tmiller@semo.edu ccannon@semo.edu
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UNIVERSITY STUDIES PROGRAM

Upper-Level Interdisciplinary Curriculum
300-LEVEL INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSES

Middle East Politics ]

Public Opinion Management
Medical Ethics

Lifestyle Enhancement

Consumer and the Market

Early American Political Thought
Foundations of Political Thought
Consumers: Buying/Having/Being
Recycling and Waste Management |
Contemporary Political Theory
Contemporary French Culture
Law and Economics

Mind, Meaning and Value

Vice and Virtue

Media Ethics

Government and Business
Earthquakes and Society
Earth/Life Through Time
European Film

Physics of Star Trek

History and Philosophy of American Mass Media
The Film Musical

The Age of Beethoven
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UNIVERSITY STUDIES PROGRAM

Upper-Level Interdisciplinary Curriculum
400-LEVEL SENIOR SEMINAR COURSES

Business and Ethics

American Cultural Landscapes: Regional Architecture and Settlement Systems
Music in World Cultures

Aesthetics and Human Values

Transforming the Female Experience

Rational Endeavor

Manufacturing Research in a Global Society

American Health Care System

The American Temper: Ideas in Conflict

Science and Religion

Planetary Exploration: From Galileo to the Present and Beyond
Images of Britain

European Mind

Scientific Reasoning

Political Communication

Persuasion: Understanding, Practice and Analysis

Environmental Ethics

Aging Successfully: Critical Issues Facing the Individual in the 21st Century
Shakespeare’s Tragedies and the Human Condition

Shakespeare’s History Plays and Comedies and the Human Condition
Aesthetics of Movement: Athletic Dancers and Artistic Athletes
Literature of Sport

Agricultural Ethics

The Nature and Growth of Mathematical Thought

The Holocaust
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UNIVERSITY STUDIES PROGRAM

Upper-Level Interdisciplinary Curriculum
500-LEVEL INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSES

History of the English Language
Principles of Language
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Perspectives on Individual Expression Literary Expression

LI-220 Fiction and the Human Experience

Catalog Description (including prerequisites)
A study of short stories and novels by significant writers past and present.
Prerequisite: EN-100. (3)

Course Content

This course examines the function of the basic elements of fiction and emphasizes
the fictional treatment of universal themes such as the individual and society, initiation
and maturation, love and conflict, and alienation and the search for faith, in
approximately 30 to 40 short stories and one or two novels or novellas. For each
thematic unit, students are assigned several readings and some research into pertinent
criticism. .

Nature of Course

The course is designed to improve the ability of students to read, interpret, talk,
and write about fiction competently and confidently. Class work involves a combination
of lecture-discussion, small group discussions, reports, in and out-of-class writing, and
two or more examinations requiring both objective and interpretive responses. Out-of-
class work will include a project in which students might analyze a representative work
or works of a given writer or trace a theme in the works of two or more writers.

Student Expectations

Students are expected to read assigned material closely and thoughtfully; to attend
class regularly and contribute to class discussions; and to satisfactorily complete
examinations, quizzes, and other written work.
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